
This academic year has started at a pace I have never experienced in my career, and with pre-season 
training, rehearsals and tours, that pace was fairly breakneck even before students returned at the start 
of September.  

My sense is that we have all been eager to fit in as much as possible, to grab hold of every opportunity on 
offer. Perhaps we are keen to make up for time we feel was taken from us last year? 

Whatever the reason, the School has been a whirlwind of activity. Every sphere of endeavour seems to 
have been straining to go above and beyond; to go higher, faster and further. The cumulative effect of this 
sustained exertion is evidenced by the impressive array of achievements shared in this newsletter – and I 
have no doubt that even more could have been included.

A fellow Head recently suggested that schools may feel a little ‘rusty’ as they return to normal operations. 
While I don’t feel that Wellington has in any way been rusty, I do understand the sentiment behind the 
suggestion. Days are busy and the demands are many; students, parents and staff have once again had 
to get used to the unrelenting pace of life at a busy school. Have we succeeded? Without doubt, and I am immensely proud of what we have 
achieved. However, there is a palpable fatigue in the air and children of all ages now need to rest; the break has arrived at exactly the right time. 

We have ended this half-term with our Black Heritage Week, which is part of Black History Month, and we return after the break with a school-wide 
focus on COP26. Next week will see colleagues meeting with representatives from the School of Sexuality Education, who will be supporting our 
PSHEE team in delivering Relationships and Sex Education. These three themes of learning are linked by a critical theme: a desire to support our 
children in developing a greater awareness of, and hopefully a deeper engagement with, crucial issues which are being discussed and debated 
across society. 

The demands of school life must not be allowed to get in the way of our students looking outwards; it is imperative that they understand and 
appreciate what is happening in the wider world and it is absolutely critical that they are then able to relate what they have learned to their own 
lives, interactions and choices.

With my best wishes,

Eugene du Toit 

From the Headmaster

Autumn 1 2021

Black History Month Celebrations

The School celebrated Black Heritage Week, as part of Black 
History Month with assemblies, lessons and tutor groups 
focused on elements of Black culture and identity.

In Maths lessons, students talked about the film Hidden Figures 
and discussed the issues and Mathematics which the film 
highlights.

English students researched key black figures from John Agard’s 
poem Checking Out Me History and created their own poems.

Year 7 Geographers related their study of the rainforest to 
slavery driven by sugar production in tropical regions. 

In Music, Year 9, learnt how to write a bass line this week so 
studied the work of the iconic Motown Bassist, James Jamerson

Latin and Classical Civilisation students have been looking at 
the heroic Memnon, a mythological king of Ethiopia, and how 
he was portrayed in Greek and Roman art and literature, and 
then using that to think about the role of black people in the 
Classical world.

Year 9 History students learned about the vital role played by 
soldiers of the British Empire in World War One, and learned 
about the story of Walter Tull - one of the first black British 
footballers and the first ever black British officer to command 
white troops in World War One. 

Psychology Club studied the work of the influential black 
psychologists Kenneth and Mamie Clark, a husband and wife 
team who investigated how racial identity develops in children 
and were important figures in the civil rights movement, 
helping to end racial segregation in American schools.
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ACADEMIC
Apara rewarded for Writing Prowess

Year 9 pupil Apara took part in 
an essay competition over the 
summer for students aiming 
to pursue medicine. As a result 
of the high standard of her 
submission, she has been 
awarded a scholarship to attend 
a residential programmme 
based at the University of 
Cambridge. She has also had 
a   story included in a new book  
entitled Spinechillers.

Geographers research Coastal Erosion

Raban Society 

Coleridge Society

The Humanities Sessions - Climate Change

Mr Millington gave the inaugural Humanities Sessions’ lecture this 
term on Climate Change.  The talk centred on some of the science 
and theories that underpin our knowledge of the Greenhouse 
Effect and subsequent climate change.

Raban Society, our academic society for Sixth Formers, started with 
a fascinating talk from the Society’s lead, Henry Pocock on Athenian 
Democracy.  Henry leads the Society which helps develop students' 
knowledge and presentation skills with a student presenting to an 
audience of staff and students on a topic they are passionate about.

Coleridge Society started with a 
presentation from Liv Davies, who 
is this year’s Coleridge Captain.  Liv 
spoke about Interview with the 
Vampire by Anne Rice.

Later in the term English teacher, Mr 
Marsh gave an illustrious talk on the 
life and times of Samuel Coleridge. 
The Society are plotting an idea for 
a recitathon on the Coleridge Way 
which runs from the Quantocks to 
Exmoor.

Lessons start with a Poem

For National Poetry Day, teachers started lessons with poems and 
many students wrote haikus. Classicists looked at a short poem by 
Martial about dreams and superstitions. 

Year 11 Geography students travelled to Dawlish Warren to put 
theory into reality, studying a named stretch of coastline.  Using 
the area as an outdoor classroom, they reviewed their knowledge 
of erosional processes and annotated diagrams of Langstone 
Rock, a headland composed of Old Red Sandstone.  They debated 
management of the coast, identifying the advantages and 
disadvantages of the hard and soft engineering strategies in place 
and walked along the length of the 2km spit to understand more 
about depositional landforms. There was also time to enjoy a well-
earned ice cream before returning to school.

Cyber First 

The School has been awarded the SILVER CyberFirst Schools 
Recognition Award.  Schools are selected by the UK Government, 
through the National Cyber Security Centre, for the quality of 
their computer science and cybersecurity education. 
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DRAMA
Alice in Wonderland  wows audiences

The Term started with the return of live theatre in Great Hall.  Year 
8 and 9 impressed audiences with their brilliant production of this 
famous tale.  As one member of the audience said ‘The show was 
absolutely wonderful, the cast were amazing and there was so 
much young talent on display.”

Beauty and The Beast  Trip

All our students in Years 6 and 7 loved experiencing the unique thrill 
of a live performance when they attended Beauty and the Beast  at 
the Bristol Hippodrome.  ‘The special effects were awesome’, ‘the 
acting was great and so were the costumes’, ‘Lumiere was fun’ were 
just some of the comments from our excited pupils.

Lord of the Flies  - “It was brilliant!”

Lord of the Flies is the story of a group of characters that go on a 
brutal emotional journey after being stranded on an island. Unlike 
the characters within Lord of the Flies our Year 10 students pulled 
together and grew together and came out of the process with an 
outstanding production.

LAMDA students achieve 100% mark

In our recent LAMDA (London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art) 
results, Year 10 students Grace, Harriet, Lara and Seren  scored an 
outstanding 100% in their Grade Five exam. All four were treadig 
the boards in our production of Lord of the Flies at the end of 
September.
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There are few, if any, more 
inspirational musical families in 
the UK right now than the Kanneh-
Masons and their profile on the 
Nation’s cultural scene continues 
to rise – from TV profiles and radio 
interviews to Proms appearances. 
So, it was an absolute treat to hear 
5 of the 7 ridiculously talented, yet 
wonderfully natural and normal 
siblings perform in Wiveliscombe 
Church recently, as part of the 
Milverton Concert Society’s Autumn 
programme. 

DRAMA

Stage School training budding actors

Our Stage School are enjoying their Saturday mornings, classes are 
open to Wellington School students and local children.  Classes for 
Year 7 and 8 were added this term alongside the Prep age sessions 
that launched last year.

Dance School 

Dance School is a huge hit with all our students from age 3 to 
18.  If you are interested in your child taking dance lessons within 
School then please contact the Drama department on drama@
wellington-school.org.uk

MUSIC
Suite of New Pianos for Department

The School has invested in a spectacular new fleet of pianos for 
the music departments of the Prep and Senior schools.

The School has forged the world’s first official school partnership 
with premium Austrian piano maker Bösendorfer. The Viennese 
piano maker, part of the Yamaha group since 2008, is one of the 
oldest piano manufacturers in existence, and is synonymous with 
very high premium instruments favoured by artists from every 
genre and generation, including Andras Schiff, Oscar Peterson, 
and Tori Amos.

Gillard’s and Fox’s Houses hosted lunchtime concerts this term and 
they have set the bar very high. It is wonderful to see such fantastic 
musical talent on display from pupils andn staff.  Well done to Nancy 
de Haan, Amelie de Haan, Matilda Read, Jude Wickremesinghe, 
Matilda Anderson, Patrick Cole, Misha Jankowska, Harry Tabb, Joe 
Webber and Dr Bremner.

Our first set of LAMDA exams 
took place this half term. We had 
students right at the very start of 
their LAMDA journey taking their 
Entry Level alongside some of 
our most experience performers 
sitting Silver Medals. We look 
forward to receiving results in the 
near future.   

LAMDA Exams

Whole School Musical Auditions

We held our pre-auditions 
this half term in preparation 
for the Whole School Musical. 
We had a large number of 
talented singers perform for 
us and we now set to work on 
making an eagerly awaited 
final decision on our choice of 
musical.

Kanneh-Mason Concert

mailto:drama@wellington-school.org.uk
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SPORT
U14 Girls’ Hockey unbeaten at County 
Tournament

Exeter Chiefs’ Ben Moon provides 
coaching

Exeter Chiefs Official and England Rugby star, Ben Moon, brought 
enormous experience and huge excitement to Prep and Senior  
Rugby training.  Ben orchestrated a session with our younger 
rugby players, putting them through their paces with drills, 
demonstrations and a training game.  A fantastic experience for 
our young rugby stars of the future.

The U14s performed superbly in their county tournament at 
Millfield. The girls won 3 and drew 1 finishing second in their group 
on goal difference and qualifying for the regional tournament. The 
two highlights of the day were a fantastic 2-1 win over Millfield and 
superb team goal in our 2-0 win against Queens.

38 Runners at English Schools Cross 
Country Cup

Monument and Lemmings Run involves 
Whole School

The whole Senior School turned out for the historic Monument 
Run, with Lower School doing the traditional Lemmings Run.  

Well done to siblings Alicia and Ian 
Ho, who took part in the Senior 
Somerset Restricted Badminton 
tournament.  Alicia was runner up 
in the Ladies’ Singles competition.  
Ian narrowly missed out on a semi 
final place in the Mens’ Singles.  
They both partnered up together 
for the mixed doubles competition 
and they managed to win one 
match.  This was a brilliant effort as 
they were competing against adults 
within the County of Somerset.

Siblings’ success at Somerset Badminton 
Tournament

Footballers back on the Pitch

Football fixtures are back after 18 months with the U18 and U16 
teams facing Milton Abbey recently.

38 runners fromYear 7 to 13 raced in the first round of the English 
Schools cross country cup at Downside School.

Superb team spirit and full teams in each race saw stand out 
performances from Freya Ashford in Junior Girls’, Nick Etherton in 
Junior Boys’ with Fergus Stockman not far behind, Tom Hopkins 
first Welly runner home in Inter Boys’ and Alice Mackey flying 
home in the top of the field in Inter Girls’ with no sign of fatigue 
from early morning swim training! In the Seniors Max Jaffe lead 
the team home and Mackenzie O'Dea ensured we ended on a 
high with an incredible 2nd place. We await team results but all 
who ran ensured we were one of the top represented schools of 
the 29 schools from across the South West racing!
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SPORT

Our Golf team had a close encounter, just losing 2-1 to Truro on the 
18th green in the Independent Schools Golf Association Tournament.

Golf Team enjoy first outing

Basketball Team going strong

Our basketball team have taken part in four fixtures this half term 
and are proving to be a strong unit.  The team of Jonathan Ma, Noah 
Vickery, Charlie O’Dea, Angus Tong, Julian Wang, Davin Hui, Matthew 
Chan, Ryan Luo, Harvis Lee and Ian Ho won their first match of the 
season against King’s College and have since gone on to record their 
second win against Richard Huish.  

The team are working well with their new coach, who was brought in 
at the start of this academic year.  Well done boys!

FIELD DAY

 Field Day involved the whole Senior School taking time out of the 
classroom to focus on skills.  Year 7 developed research skills at the 
Eden Project while Year 8 got to grips with surfing.  Year 9 learnt 
how to put up tents and underwent First Aid training for Duke of 
Edinburgh.  For Years 10 to 13 there were CCF activities, Biology 
Field Trips, Escape Rooms, university trips and hiking in the beautiful 
Somerset countryside.  A great opportunity to develop new skills and 
help the students with their own personal development.

Equestrian Success for Year 7

Well done to Emilia McCutcheon, who joined us in Year 7 this year.  
She has managed to balance school life and working with her pony 
since joining and with great success.  Emilia took part in her first ever 
Hunter Trials at Pontispool this half term and came 3rd in the open Pairs 
competition and 1st in the U16’s.
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Year 9 Climb Snowdon

Our Year 9 students had a fabulous time in Snowdonia on their 
teambuilding trip. Over 100 Year 9s made the arduous trek up 
Mount Snowdon in misty and damp conditions. They stayed in a 
hostel and took part in lots of activities to welcome the many new 
pupils into the Upper School.

Year 7 camp on Exmoor

The start to their outdoor education journey began for our Year 
7 pupils this term with a camping trip to Exmoor.  The children 
pitched tents and cooked outdoors and enjoyed some fun 
teambuilding games to get to know each other.

Silver D of E 

A team of students completed their Silver DofE expedition this 
term after being delayed by Covid-19. The students showed 
exceptional teamwork on the route across the north side of 
Exmoor and the coast. We enjoyed some hot meals in the cold 
mornings and evenings, but we were very lucky as it did not rain.

Year 9 Kayaking Club back on the Water

Year 9 Kayaking Club has had 2 great sessions this half term.  They 
learnt the basic safety capsize drills in the pool before a lovely 
sunny morning on the River.  The pupils have learnt to move the 
boat efficiently, to turn and to stop as well as powerful forwards 
paddling and turning whilst on the move and keeping the speed 
on the boat.  Well done to Freya Shaw, Olivia Grey, Grace Kibble, 
Anya Stephenson, Lucy Weymouth, Ben Smith, Caleb Pemberton 
and Ruari Quantrill. 
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SIXTH FORM
New Sixth Form Centre Unveiled

The Sixth Form returned to find that they had a shiny new Sixth Form Centre in September over three floors.  The ground floor is a cosy room 
with lots of sofas and table football for socialising with friends.  On the middle floor students are able to make hot drinks in the modern kitchen 
facilities, while the top floor boasts work space and areas to chat in small groups.  With new Heads of Sixth Form in place, Mrs MacAlister and 
Deputy, Mr Garrett, the Sixth Form has a new feel here at Wellington.

Welly Fest Sixth Form Social

Our Sixth Formers enjoyed a fun packed “WellyFest”,  to kick start 
their new Sixth Form experience with live music, gladiator games 
and garden games along with a delicious BBQ.

Oxford University Visit

22 Lower Sixth students headed to Oxford, to find out more about 
being a student there, visiting The Queens College and it’s beautiful 
library, chapel and quads, and Exeter College and the Fellows 
Garden with a Question & Answer session with Mrs MacAlister. 
Time was spent exploring the History of Science Museum where 
medics marvelled at early amputation gear, the world famous 
Bodleian library with an entire building for each subject and the 
famous Blackwells bookshop to top up their extended reading 
bookshelves. The day ended with a walk through Christchurch 
meadows to the College boathouses on the Cherwell then back 
to the Covered Market for the obligatory Ben’s Cookies before 
heading home.
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Families have donated 
generously to our Harvest 
Collection organised by 
Reverend Clifton.  All the 
items have now been 
delivered to the local food 
bank along with the Prep 
School donations.  

Thank you for your kind 
donations.

NEWS
Wellington Young Musician 2021

We are excited to draw your attention to the launch of this year’s 
Wellington Young Musician. This all-inclusive performance 
platform, open to all our young musicians, Prep and Senior, was 
first introduced in 2020. Although, as it turned out, only the 
preliminary rounds were able to take place in person last time, the 
event attracted nearly 200 entries and reached its climax with an 
online glitzy Finals and Awards Show, featuring special guest star 
adjudicator, the incredible saxophonist, Jess Gillam.

Entry forms will be available from either Music Office – in the Avenue 
or George Corner Music School – or from your instrumental/singing 
teachers later this week. The initial rounds will take place during 
the school day in the week commencing Monday 6th December.

All students, whether taught by our in-house team or by a private 
teacher, are actively encouraged to enter and, if you wish, you may 
enter for more than one section and on more than one instrument. 

Please contact your music teacher/s with any queries regarding 
the Instrumental and Vocal Section and the Contemporary and 
Popular Music Section. Mr Sampson will field any questions about 
the Composition and Songwriting Section. 

Private learners or their teachers are welcome to contact us via 
music@wellington-school.org.uk.

Year 6-8 Movie Night Booking Open

Sign up for our latest fundraiser with the Friends of Wellington 
School Movie Night.

Children from Years 6-8 are welcome to join us to see Back to the 
Future on the big screen in the Prep School Hall.

The show takes place from 5pm – 7pm on Saturday 6th November  
and is the comedy sci-fi Back to the Future. 

Tickets cost £5 per head and include a hotdog supper and can be 
booked via the link below.

Book Tickets for the Movie Night here

Friends First Friday Events

Our Friends of Wellington School social gatherings on the first 
friday of each month have proved extremely popular this term.  
Come along to meet other families either at morning drop-off or 
afternoon pick-up on Friday 5th November.

Calling all Equestrians
Wellington Equestrian will 
be resuming their weekly 
training sessions after half 
term, and this is now open 
to pupils in the Prep School 
as well as the Senior school. 
Running on Wednesday 
evenings at Heazle's indoor 
arena, the emphasis will 
be on jumping to prepare 
for NSEA competitions, 
however there will be some 
flatwork as well. If you're 

interested in attending or competing, please join the Facebook 
group Wellington Equestrian and email L.Howe@wellington-
school.org.uk

Harvest Collection delivered to Food Bank
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As a school we will be highlighting the importance of the COP26 conference, 
which takes place in Glasgow from 1st to 12th November 2021.   The COP26 
summit will bring parties together to accelerate action towards the goals of 
the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. It 
promises to be an historic moment that will define the course of political action 
to address climate change in the UK and around the globe and is a once-in-a-
generation opportunity for our pupils to witness, understand and engage with 
the usually remote global political systems that will set the course of their future.

During the course of the fortnight we would like to engage our pupils as fully as possible with the 
conference, highlighting it in some way in each of their academic subjects as well as organising events 
and competitions to emphasise the need for a more sustainable future.

Within departments, teachers will incorporate the main aims of  COP26 into lessons delivered over the 
fortnight.  The main aim of COP26 are;

 

We will be using extended tutor time to introduce COP26 on Monday 1st November and there will be a series of talks and lectures throughout the 
fortnight on conservation, nuclear energy, Transition Town Wellington, ethical supply chains and on the conference itself.  

COP26 

1. Secure Global Net Zero by Mid-century and keep 1.5 
degrees within reach

Countries are being asked to come forward with 
ambitious 2030 emissions reductions targets that align 
with reaching net zero by the middle of the century.

To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will need 
to:

Accelerate the phase-out of coal

Curtail deforestation

Speed up the switch to electric vehicles

Encourage investment in renewables.

2. Adapt to protect Communities and Natural Habitats

The climate is already changing and it will continue to 
change even as we reduce emissions, with devastating 
effects.

At COP26 we need to work together to enable and 
encourage countries affected by climate change to:

Protect and restore ecosystems

Build defences, warning systems and resilient 
infrastructure and agriculture to avoid loss of homes, 
livelihoods and even lives

3. Mobilise Finance

To deliver on our first two goals, developed countries 
must make good on their promise to mobilise at least 
$100bn in climate finance per year by 2020. 

International financial institutions must play their part 
and we need work towards unleashing the trillions in 
private and public sector finance required to secure 
global net zero.

4. Work Together to Deliver

We can only rise to the challenges of the climate crisis by 
working together.
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