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FROM THE HEADMASTER

Andreas Schleicher http://www.oecd.org/education/andreas-schleicher.htm  
is Director for Education and Skills, and Special Advisor on Education Policy 
to the Secretary-General at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) in Paris. He is probably best known for his work on PISA - 
the Programme for International Student Assessment – which is an international 
assessment that measures 15-year-old students’ reading, mathematics, and 
science literacy every three years. Pasi Sahlberg https://pasisahlberg.com/bio-
pasi-sahlberg/bio/ was a schoolteacher before becoming a researcher and 
policy advisor in Finland. He has studied education systems, analysed education 
policies, and advised education reforms around the world. 

Both are world leaders in their field and eminently qualified to comment on 
what good schools, learning communities and education systems look like. I 
was fortunate to hear each speak at an education conference and, in response to 
being asked about what is needed to create outstanding schools and education 
systems, their responses had one important feature in common: collaboration. 

Collaboration – as opposed to confrontation or competition – is critical to success. Working together to enhance children’s 
learning applies just as much to a single school community as it does to working together across neighbourhoods, 
regions, countries and, indeed, on an international basis. 

I have been delighted by the cooperation, the strong sense of shared endeavour, which has been so evident in our 
collective response to the challenges we have faced this term. Parents and staff have worked together to support the 
learning of our children, and our ongoing collaboration will ensure that the girls and boys in our care continue to grow 
and thrive.

Have a super weekend,

Eugene du Toit  

ACADEMIC

Over the many weeks of music lessons in lockdown, the Lower School explored the Radio 4 programme, 
Desert Island Discs. Each pupil selected a relative who they then interviewed on Zoom or Facetime, and 
asked them about their life, their choice of 8 discs and one luxury item. Their findings were then displayed 
in a short video or power point. You can see some of the work on our Facebook page here.  Keep a look out 
for a podcast featuring further episodes on Facebook soon. 

Students of Spanish across a number of year groups benefited 
from some exciting virtual talks this week from former Spanish 
teacher, Senor Garcia.  Year 8, 9 and 10 students listened to an 
amazing talk on indigenous languages in Mexico, where Senor 
Garcia comes from while the Lower Sixth were treated to a lecture 
on the history of the Latin American novel.
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ACADEMIC

The sunrise event last Sunday was a slightly soggy start for some but others were lucky enough to enjoy 
a serene moment at the break of the day.  We were even joined by some of our boarders from Italy, China 
and Pakistan.  Ivana Leung and Abdullah Monnoo were able to send us images of the solar eclipse.  Mr 
du Toit was interviewed on BBC Radio Somerset about the event and some of our Sixth Formers were 
interviewed afterwards.  You can listen to Mr du Toit’s interview here (2:50) and Sixth Formers, Oli Kennedy 
and Issy Piper’s interview here (2:51) but you will need a BBC login.

It was a pleasure to listen to Old Wellingtonian, Ashley Boddy (Lights ‘03) as part of our Careers Spotlight 
Talk season.  Ashley discussed his career in animation with our Year 12 students and Art Scholars. They 
heard about his early years at the Institute of Art in Bournemouth, gaining a degree in animation, before 
working for Aardman Animations for ten years on films such as ‘Shaun the Sheep’ and ‘Early Man’. Ashley is 
now Head of Story at Locksmith Animations in London. Any day now, Locksmith will be announcing their 
new film so watch this space…

CAREERS

COMMEMORATION

On the final day of term, Friday 3rd July, we will be holding a virtual Commemoration event, which we 
hope will go some way to providing us with a traditional end of year finale to round off what has been 
a most unusual academic year.  There will be a Leaver’s Chapel service, speeches, prize-giving and the 
announcement of the winning Houses in our House competitions.  A link to join the event will be sent out 
to you on Thursday evening this week.  We look forward to a wonderful and fitting end to the year.

PARENTS FORUM

Just a reminder that our next Parents’ Forum is on Wednesday 1st July at 4.30pm on Microsoft Teams.  Any 
parents wishing to join the meeting can log on via the link in the email message from Mrs Luxton or if you 
are unable to attend and would like to submit a question please email s.luxton@wellington-school.org.uk.

ON CAMPUS

This week we welcomed back Year 10 and Year 9 for some onsite meetings.  Year 10 attended in the early 
part of the week with Year 9 joining us on Thursday and Friday.  During this time we have also been able to 
provide some Year 10 Drama sessions to help students with practical elements of their GCSE and also some 
top-up sessions for Lower Sixth students.  The Prep School has returned to full complement this week with 
all year groups now safely back in School.

CHARITY RECIPE BOOK

The girls in Linden House came up with a fantastic idea to put together a lockdown recipe book after so 
many people turned to cooking and baking to fill their time.  They gathered together recipes from their 
friends and relations and are hoping to raise funds for charity by selling copies for just £5.  If you would 
like to support this fundraising initiative please email Year 8 pupil Izzy Clist on i.clist@students.wellington-
school.org.uk
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Don’t forget to keep in touch and send us your news;

c.smith@wellington-school.org.uk

and keep in touch with your Wellington School community on:

wellingtonschool1

@WellingtonSchool

@wellingtonsch1

This week we have been celebrating National Boarding Week, not in our usual way, but with a few fun 
items on social media.  The biggest hit of the week was Violet, one of The Willows boarding house pets, 
who not only helps new boarders settle in but also enjoys looking for chicken nuggets in the boys’ bags 
when they have a take-away on a Saturday night!  You can see Violet and her mum, Olive, along with a fun 
video from Overside House on our Facebook page here.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

NATIONAL BOARDING WEEK

Schoolblazer would like to inform parents that, despite some significant supply challenges, they are just 
about fully stocked ready for the back to school period. Any remaining out of stock items will be in stock 
before students return to school in September.

Their warehouse is Covid-Secure and ready to dispatch orders but can they ask for your help;

Please order early. The warehouse is operating on a two shift system to enable social distancing so it is 
more important than ever for parents to shop with us in July and not wait until August;

To help encourage this they are offering free shipping from 6th July to 19th July;

They only charge at point of dispatch, so parents should order any item showing as out of stock. It will be 
dispatched on receipt into our warehouse. Parents are only charged once for delivery per order.

mailto:c.smith%40wellington-school.org.uk?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wellingtonschool1/
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonSchool/
https://twitter.com/wellingtonsch1
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonSchool/

