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FROM THE HEADMASTER 
Every week, in fact, every day I am involved in amazing conversations – this is 
one of the joys of being part of WPS.  For example, on the playground this 
morning Sienna asked me if I’d like to play ‘Popcorn’ with a group of Year 1s.  I 
asked what it involved, and she and a few others jumped into a star shape, which I copied.  Then she shouted 
‘Popcorn!’ and promptly did the splits.  Ummm…I think I lost that game! 
However, one of the most striking conversations this week was with Akito Watkin, Sayuri’s son and a past 
pupil.  Akito left Wellington some five or six years ago and I have the most distinct memories of his 
contributions to school life – as a musician, a public speaker, an intellectual and a thoroughly kind and good 
young man.  Since leaving Wellington he has completed his law degree and is now working in Mergers and 
Acquisitions for one of the large financial houses.  He has lived and worked in Tokyo, Hong Kong, mainland 
Europe and is now based in London.  In our conversation we talked about what had changed at the School 
over the past few years and, more significantly, we discussed how the world of work has changed.   
In thinking about our children’s lives, we try to imagine the future 
and consider how we can best enable our children to thrive as 
adults.  Statistics about the future are ten a penny, as people can 
quite literally make them up.  But Akito’s perspective was on the 
recent past and the present.  In his line of work ‘due diligence’ is a 
critical factor in any acquisition – it is one of the most fundamental 
parts of the legal function.  Now, he told me, typically up to half of 
this process is conducted through Artificial Intelligence.  It’s 
quicker, cheaper and incredibly thorough – vital when you’re 
working on deals involving billions.  He’s working with smart 
contracts - self-executing contracts with the terms of the agreement 
between buyer and seller being directly written into lines of code.  
The code and the agreements are held in a blockchain network, updated in real time as deals are made.  
When Akito was at school these concepts were the future.  Now he’s in the workplace, they are a reality.  
Akito is thriving.  You can sense it in his gestures, his precision of thought and his acute observations.  When I 
ask what advice he’d give an 18 year old set on his career path today, he’s clear; aim for a Russell Group 
university and when you’re there, make sure you understand that the co-curricular choices you make will 
matter as much to employers as your degree.  Also, don’t rush.  Take time to sound out different options so 
that when the right chance comes your way, you know it. 
As I reflect on this conversation, one phrase that fell out of it comes back to me again and again.  When talking 
about the many different aspects of his working life and his need to think like a generalist with the expertise of 
a specialist he says “This is where Wellington set me up so well.  It’s the opportunities to do so much with such 
good people; good thinkers.” 
The last four words probably sum up what we are all trying to do as teachers and as parents.  Good people, 
good thinkers. 
This is what we hope to nurture in our children, as well as being a good description of those we hope will 
nurture them – adults and children alike.  With this in place, we should be excited about what lies ahead. 
 
SCHOOL MATHS CHALLENGE 
Wellington Prep School's Maths Challenge team of Atticus Adams, 
Daniel Hitchin, Katie Moulding and Charlotte Crowe won a large vase 
of sweets at last Saturday's annual event. With 45 schools taking part, 
our team won one of the three vases with the closest estimation of the 
number of sweets it contained. The children then faced some tough 
mathematical questions. As a team, they split into pairs to tackle the 
twenty multiple choice questions before coming together to tackle the 
five broader questions at the end. Good teamwork and excellent 
maths ensured a 6th place finish overall for our team; well done to the 
team -  a great achievement! 

30th November 2018 

https://twitter.com/WellingtonPHead
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OUTDOOR LEARNING  
4BW have proven they have loads of resilience this week when 
they rose to the challenges of Outdoor Education activities of 
teamwork, persistence, trying new survival skills in the pool and 
having much fun in the rain at Forest School. Soggy but happy! 
 

BRITISH BIATHLON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Congratulations to Nerys Jones 
(4B) and Lewie Harrison (Yr7) for 
their fine performances at the 
British Biathlon championships in 
Leeds last weekend.  Lewie 
finished 18th in his age group and 
2nd in the South West, and Nerys 
was 12th in the Under 10 age 
group, even though she is only 8!  
Both pupils enjoyed the 
atmosphere and experience of the 
National Championships and have 
their sights firmly set on next year. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON – YEAR 2 
Year 2 had a visit from Somerset Heritage this week to discover what happened during the Great Fire of 
London. The children were able to dress up like people from 1666, use a real quill and ink to write like Samuel 
Pepys and explore a range of artefacts from the time. They particularly enjoyed using fire buckets to simulate 
how people would have attempted to extinguish the fire.  
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SCHOOL COUNCIL VISIT THE BLUE PANTRY 
On Thursday our School Council visited The Blue Pantry in Wellington to learn more about sustainability and 
the impact of our shopping habits on our planet.  The owner was very helpful and explained all about the 
shop’s aims.  The children weighed and measured lots of different foods and cleaning liquids for Mrs Spicer so 
it was a ‘hands-on’ experience!  

 
THE AUTUMN CONCERT  
On Thursday afternoon, Prep School children were entertained 
by the School Choir and talented musicians. After the 
performance, the children put on another great show for 
parents. We had a wonderful audience and the children were 
splendid.  A special thank you goes to Mrs Edwards and Mrs 
Beacock for all their hard work. 
 
FRIENDS OF WELLINGTON PREP SCHOOL 

It was lovely to see so many of you at the Christmas Fair and that the weather did 
not dampen the festivities. The decorations created by the children, were fabulously 
sparkly, just as decorations should be!  It was great to be a part of such a wonderful 
event that showcases local talent and pupil ingenuity. Huge thanks go to everyone 
on the organising team both behind the scenes and on the day. In true WPS style, it 
was a hands’ on all pitch in affair. 
Our next FoWPS meeting is at Cafe 37 on 
Wednesday 5 December at 8.30am. We always 
welcome new faces, we are very friendly committee 

who welcome all help however big or small. Please email us 
on fowps@wellington-school.org.uk if you would like to attend and find out 
more about what we do to support the school and the opportunities for all our 
children. 
A huge thankyou to all of you have registered to support us 
on easyfundraising.org.uk , we have had a record month this month and 
raised over £52.00. Full details of how to register and the steps to follow can 
be found on our Facebook page Wellington Prep School FoWPS. They 
were also included in Janus two weeks ago. 
 
 
  

mailto:fowps@wellington-school.org.uk
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
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CAFÉ 37  
Our onsite café at Senior School has regular opening hours for parents, from 8.00am until 10.30am, and 
3.00pm until 4.45pm Monday to Friday, on Saturday the café will be open from 11.30am until 3.00pm. 
 
FIXTURE RESULTS THIS WEEK  
Rugby 
U11A Rugby v. Queen’s                                              WPS 1, Queen’s 6 
U10A Rugby v. Queen’s                                              WPS 6, Queen’s 4 
U11/10B Rugby v. Queen’s                                         WPS 0, Queen’s 10 
 
 
DIARY DATES FOR NEXT WEEK 

Monday  3 Prices’ Nursery – Parent drop-in to Nursery 18:00 19:00 

Tuesday  4 
3H Outdoor Learning morning 08:45 12:30 

Year 2 Forest School 13:00 15:00 

Wednesday 5 

Friends of Wellington Prep School – meeting at Café 37  08:30  

Year 3 trip to Killerton  09:00  12:30 

U11A & U10A Hockey v Exeter Cathedral School (H)* 14:00   

U11A & U10A Rugby v Exeter Cathedral School (A)* (depart 13.00) 14:00   

Thursday 6 
Little Wellies Toddler Group* 09:15 11:15 

Year 1 Forest School 13:00 15:30 

Friday 7 

Year 1 and Year 2 Swimming  13:00 15:00 

Reception at Forest School  13:00 15:30 

Full Governing Body meeting    

Saturday 8       

Sunday  9       

 
   * Parents are warmly invited to all events marked with an asterisk  
 
 
 

CERTIFICATES AND AWARDS 

Wellington Rugby Player of the Week – Jack Debenham 3N  

Kumite 1st Place trophy - Shayan Barthakur 4B 

Goldfish 2 Swimming certificate – Haydn Slocombe 2S 

Kumite 3rd Place trophy – William Ainsby 4B 

Goldfish 2 Swimming certificate – Oliver Altoft 1C 

Somerset Karate Competition certificates – Amba Barthakur 3N, William Ainsby 4B 

and Shayan Barthakur 4B 

Goldfish 2 Swimming certificate – Abigael Bill 3H 
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MUSIC MERITS 

Thomas Gendall 5M 

Noah Hodson 4BW 

Nathanael Pomarede 4B 

Amy Colman 4B 

Abil Burnand 6L 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Oliver Eggar Reception 

Hannah Hawkins 1C   Autumn Pollard 1L 

Dakota Johns 2C   Elsa Mackey 2S 

Dexter Middleton-Smith 3H   Freddie Thompson 3N 

 Bethany Whitehead 4B   Alice Hawkins 4BW 

                Charlotte Hansard 5M    Jack Tucker and Ginny Bere 5W 

MUSIC STAR OF THE WEEK:  Meighan Caton 5W 

READING STARS OF THE WEEK: Mia Greany 3N and Florence Caton 2C 

A special mention for the U10 As Rugby Team for a great performance  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

 
Jobs That 

Don't 

Exist 

Quite Yet 

(But 

Probably 

Will) 

 

Organisational Disrupter Custom Body Part Manufacturer 

Brain Implant Specialist Personal Microbiome Manager 

Pharmaceutical Artisan Cyborg Designer 

Space Tourism Guide  Landfill Worm Operator 

Extinct Species Revivalist Android Relationship Counsellor 

 


