
 
 

 

L E A R N I N G   F O R   L I F E 

FROM THE HEADMASTER 
On Monday your child(ren) will bring their report card home 
with them.  The move to a report card was prompted by 
parent feedback, and the format is a result of the focus 
groups that we held last summer.  It was perhaps not 
surprising that this was also an area that was raised in 
Mungo Dunnett’s feedback where it was felt that we could 
and should do better. 
By providing clear grades for ‘Attitude to Learning’ and 
“Attainment’, we aim to ensure that each child’s effort and 
progress are reported to you clearly, across all areas of 
school life.  The report cards will be the focus for our 
discussions with you during Thursday’s Parents’ Evening 
and I look forward to catching up with you during the evening 
and hearing your feedback. 
 
SINFONIA 
Sinfonia, one of our new bridging ensembles, made up of 
pupils from Years 5 and 6 in the Prep School and Years 7,8 
and 9 in the Senior School, visited the Prep School assembly 
on Monday.  The audience of Reception children through to 
Year 6, loved the performance of Grieg's 'In the Hall of the 
Mountain King', especially with the exciting crashes on the 
cymbals and when the tempo got faster, and faster! 
Live music is a regular occurrence at 
Wellington School where pupils are 
encouraged to learn musical instruments, 
play in ensembles or sing in one of the 
many choirs. 
 
6H OUTDOOR LEARNING  
6H went on their Outdoor learning day on 
Tuesday. Navigation exercises near the 
scaffolded Monument were followed by a 
trip to Forest School. In the cold wind of a 
November day, 6H were focused on 
assembling their stoves in order to make 
a hot chocolate for their groups. With all 
the pupils suitably warmed up, we shared 
stories around the campfire and Mr 
Renyard’s sausage stew completed a fine morning in the outdoors! 
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If Jasper O'Leary excelled at one thing 
when it came to junk food, he was clearly the king. 
 
In his teens he found less healthy things for his plate. 
He'd eat butter with lard and drink vinegar straight! 
And this is when Jasper got really bizarre… 

 
…AND YEAR 6 TOOK UP THE MANTLE 
On Thursday evening, parents enjoyed an evening of poetry from our Year 6 students.  ‘Junk’ and the 
character of Jasper O’Leary was visited in a variety of ways.  The evening was a great showcase of the 
children’s talents and we look forward to seeing and hearing many more.  
 

YEAR 7 SCHOLARSHIPS  
A reminder to all Year 6 parents that if you would like to apply for any of our Senior School scholarships, 
please submit your application to the Admissions team as soon as possible.  Music pre-auditions will take 
place before the end of this term.  If you would like a copy of the application pack, please visit the Prep School 
Office.  
 
NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY  
Please note that on Tuesday 26 November, children from Reception to Year 6, will be going to the Great Hall 
to see a Senior School production of ‘Cinderella’. This promises to be a fabulous show and the children are 
sure to have a great afternoon.  
 
U11A RUGBY v BLUNDELL’S 
On Wednesday, the U11A Rugby team travelled to Blundell’s for their biggest test of the season.  Before we 
played Blundell’s, we achieved a solid victory over West Buckland School, winning by five tries.  Our defence 
looked assured and the boys were ready for their second game. 
It was evident from the first whistle that it was going to be a close encounter. The big heavy runners from 
Blundell’s carried the ball well and dominated the close channels in midfield. WPS stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
and tackled with determination and commitment.  No Blundell’s player was given any time to run, as the WPS 
boys closed down their space.  As we built the phases, gaps started to appear in the wide channels and these 
were quickly exploited by our fastest players.  We scored a couple of early tries after dominating play, our 
support play was magnificent, rucking aggressive and teamwork outstanding. 
We leaked a late try and then held on for a memorable victory.  This was an excellent game of rugby and 
credit should be given to both sets of players.   
Result - Blundell’s 1 - WPS 2 
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WELLINGTON Y6 BULLS vs BLUNDELL’S BRAVES 
On Wednesday afternoon the Year 6 Bulls hosted Blundell’s Prep. Having had a good fortnight’s training since 
our last match, the boys were ready for this local derby.  It was a great game and the quality of rugby played 
by both sides was consistently high throughout. Even though it was cold and wet, every child on the pitch, 
played harder and faster as the game progressed.  
With a wide pitch and lots of space, it was end to end stuff. Initially, Blundell’s used the space far better than 
Wellington and scored two early tries as a result. However, as the first half unfolded, the Bulls began to take 
control of the game. Rufus began to dominate in contact, carrying the ball forwards hard and strong. His 
determination was matched by the commitment of Oscar, Lynard and Oliver T.  All three of them put in sharp, 
jinking runs, which resulted in great territory gains for Wellington.  
Harry S fell into his natural role a scrum-half; full of energy, quick feet, quick eyes, and a big heart, tackling 
fearlessly. Having found himself out wide initially, Milo moved further infield to draw himself into the game and 
he quickly made a big impact. His tackling and handling resulted in some great possession. 
At half time, Wellington were down by a couple of tries, but both sides had been playing equally good rugby.  It 
was all to play for in the second half; we just needed to find that extra something.  
With the implementation of a sophisticated performance incentivisation programme (please note, no salary 
caps were breached) Robin and Olli D put their shoulders to the wheel. One of the highlights of the second 
half was seeing Robin stand his ground while facing a large winger lumbering towards him.  On seeing the 
threat that Robin posed, the winger slowed then stopped then began to run in the opposite direction as Robin 
began to run at him.  Olli D, a great communicator, focused his physical efforts and also became involved in 
making a difference in the ruck at the breakdown.  
The second half was a much closer affair. However, we weren’t able to recover from a couple of quick tries 
that we had conceded at the start of the match and Blundell’s came out worthy winners from a very evenly 
balanced and closely contested match.  
I was very proud of the way that all the boys played themselves into the game and I was equally delighted with 
Samuel’s duties as our kit man. Well done, everyone! (AG) 
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FRIENDS OF WELLINGTON PREP SCHOOL  
The annual Friends of Wellington School, Christmas Craft & Produce Fair will take place 
on Saturday 30 November 2019 10.00am until 2.00pm, at the Princess Royal Sports 
Complex.  As usual, there will be a wonderful café serving hot and cold drinks, and 
yummy snacks. We would be very grateful for any donations of cakes, cupcakes or 
biscuits to be brought to the Sports Hall from 10.00am onwards and we look forward to 
seeing you there! 

 
CAFÉ 37 
Our onsite café at the Senior School has regular opening hours for parents from 8.00am until 10.30am, and 
3.00pm until 4.45pm, Monday to Friday.  On Saturday, the café will be open from 9.30am until 3.00pm. 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
William Ashford 3H has lost his school shoes, they are Clarks Size 1 and have W.A. written on 
the inside.  Please can you check your child’s uniform to ensure you have the correct items? 
 
STAR CLUB  
Our 'family-feel' STAR (Staying for Tea and Relaxing) Club is open for children from Reception through to Year 
6 who require after-school care from 5.00pm to 6.00pm. Children booked into STAR Club will be based in the 
Year 1 classroom upstairs, beside the IT suite. Bookings can be made through our STAR Club email 
starclub@wellington-school.org.uk   For occasional use, the charge is £4.75 per session for the first child and 
£3.25 for each additional sibling (occasional use is just one or two times per week). For 
regular use (three days or more in a school week), the charge is £3.25 per session for the 
first child and £2.25 for each additional sibling.  
While we keep the costs as low as possible, late collection (ie after 6pm) will 
typically incur a charge and the School reserves the right to charge for 
late collection at the rate of £10 per 10 minutes, or part thereof.  
 
 
NEXT WEEK’S DIARY   
 

Monday  25 Year 2 - Forest School  13:00 15:30 

Tuesday 26 
6A Outdoor Learning Programme    08:40 12:00 

Cinderella performance in Great Hall   (Rec – Y6) 13:00 14:30 

Wednesday 27 
Year 2 - Great Fire of London Workshop      13:15 14:45 

U10A, U10B, U11A & U11B Rugby v Queen's (H)* 14:00  

Thursday 28 

Little Wellies* 09:15 11:15 

Year 1 (no Forest School today)    

Parents' Evening (Rec - Year 6)  15:45 20:00 

Friday 29 
Year 6 Hockey & Rugby Tour       09:00   

Reception – No Forest School today due to Nativity rehearsal    

Saturday  30 

Year 6 Hockey & Rugby Tour          13:00 

Wellington School Maths Challenge 09:00 12:00 

Friends' Christmas Fair* 10:00 14:00 

Chamber Choir workshop  15:00 17:00 

Chamber Choir – Wellington Christmas Lights switch-on 17:30  

December 

Sunday  1       
* Parents are warmly invited to all events marked with an asterisk  
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CERTIFICATES AND AWARDS 

     Rainbow 10m Distance Award – Evelyn McLaren    

Sampford Peverell Cricket Team medal – Dilly MacKenzie     

               

MUSIC MERITS 

William Box 

Harry Purkiss 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Henry Gardner Rec 

Sienna Wright 1C     George Fraser 2W 

Florence Caton 3H    Hasan Gul 3B 

Bertie Howgill 4BW    Jack Debenham 4M 

Sophie Gray 5ML    Nerys Jones 5L 

Ginny Bere 6A      William Lyon Taylor 6H 

SPORT STAR OF THE WEEK:  Mungo Fasham 

READING STAR OF THE WEEK: Rafaela Varney 

MUSIC STARS OF THE WEEK:  Efa Morgan and Ella MacAlister 

 
 

HOUSE   POINTS 

PIONEER 755     APOLLO 821     VIKING 766    GALILEO  768 

 

 

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE 

WEEK 

 


