5th February 2021

MESSAGE FROM MRS RICHARDSON
Dear Parents
This has been a week where we have had to dig deep; day three of a four-day expedition. The prospect of half term seems a little far
away to be getting excited about but by this time next week spirits will be high! We have had a lovely time this week learning about
sleep and I do hope that those who have accessed the workshop with the Sleepyhead Clinic have found it useful. Just looking at the
range of activities the children and teachers have been involved in, demonstrates how important it is to prioritise an opportunity to
rest.
Saying that, there is always the opportunity to be active and we are so grateful to the SPW Department and Mr Greany's weekly
challenge. The delight I felt when I picked up the A4 piece of paper! I had really tried for quite some time, hence my jubilation. We
are going to celebrate Chinese New Year on Friday and would love it if the children wear red during the day: red jumpers, red
accessories, red hats, red socks....
Wishing you a restful weekend, I predict the Six Nations will be on in the Richardson household....
With best wishes
Vics Richardson
Click on the following link for today’s Celebration Assembly: https://vimeo.com/508855321

SPORT AND WELLBEING
Great work again from everyone this week during online Wellbeing and
Games sessions. Do try and work on some netball and hockey skills, videos
have been posted in teams. Here’s a great photo of Years 5 and 6 Games
on Wednesday afternoon enjoying a Just Dance session with their fellow
pupils at home on Teams.
WPS Challenge!
We had an amazing response to the paper challenge last week, well done
everyone! To see a roundup of some of the videos you have sent in, plus
this week’s new challenge, click on the link below - how low can you go?
https://vimeo.com/508593170

NURSERY
This week the Nursery children have been thinking about sleep and
why it is important. The children made lanterns based on the story
‘Can’t You Sleep Little Bear?’ and little sleep dolls in a match box!

Nursery children enjoyed Miss Luke’s dance and drama video. Miss
Luke took the children on a virtual holiday to visit ‘Tommy the
Bedtime Turtle’, the children packed a suitcase, swam and swished
like palm trees.
Letter of the Week for next week is: ‘i’
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RECEPTION
Mrs Richardson kindly donated some bean-bag boxes to the Reception class and they
were transformed into a house for the Troll. The children painted and decorated it, and
even added bugs and spider webs.
Reception children enjoyed the story
‘The Princess and the Pea’. They then
helped the King solve a problem,
working in teams the children
designed and made pea-runs to
return the royal peas to the Royal
Museum.

YEAR 1
Year 1 children have had a busy week as they visited North and South America, and learnt
about reptiles. Elizabeth made a fantastic model of the Statue of Liberty, with a little bit
of help from her doll, Sunflower! Monty is our resident nature expert and loves to make
models of the animals that he tells us about, this week he made a snake, an armadillo
and a pangolin.
We love to tell jokes, dance and have fun during Registration. On Wednesday, the
children had great fun playing ‘Simon Says’ on Teams.
As part of ‘Sleep Week’, the children made a poster of their
top tips for getting a good night’s sleep, shared their favourite
bedtime stories and enjoyed a snuggly story. Our favourite top
tip was Ali’s – he listens to the song ‘Lady in Red’, which
actually sent one of the children to sleep!
The keyworker children in Year 1 and 2 enjoyed completing
‘The Bleep Test’ with Mr Warren, it was a very competitive
session!

YEAR 2
Year 2 children designed and made posters this week for ‘Sleep Week’ .... there were
some fantastic suggestions for getting a good night’s sleep…..”have a small meal
before bed”, “do a jigsaw puzzle”, ”read a good book”, “ do not watch TV” and all the
posters declared “I LOVE SLEEP!”
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YEAR 3
Year 3 have begun a “as little screen time as possible” day as part of Sleep week. In
school the children made and decorated pancakes, to practice the skills of reading scales
that we have developed in Maths No Problem, Mass unit. The children practiced
imperative verbs and time connectives by writing the recipes, using instructions.
Year 3 created bird feeders using apples and placed them on the
trees around Bulford. With clipboards in hand, the children were
on the lookout for different species of birds. This was followed
by a light snack, some hot apple juice and fun games!

YEAR 4
Pictures at an Exhibition – Music and Art Project
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition is a collection of short pieces
originally written for piano and then orchestrated for a full symphony
orchestra. The music celebrates the art works of a fellow Russian artist,
Hartmann. Mussorgsky took ten of Hartmann’s works and set them to
music. However, of the original ten paintings, five are missing. The first
missing painting we asked children to consider is ‘Gnomes’ or ‘Gnomus’.
The painting was inspired by a sketch by Hartmann for a wooden nutcracker.
Character wooden nutcrackers were popular Victorian Christmas novelties (the
best known is the soldier of The Nutcracker ballet, based on Hoffman’s story,
with music by Tchaikovsky). Mussorgsky’s nasty gnome lives in the dense dark
forests of traditional fairy tales. His melodies suggest a malevolent creature
scrabbling through the undergrowth, as gnarled as the ancient tree roots and
branches. Apparently, he had crooked legs and walked clumsily. The children
listened to the music and then had great fun creating their own ‘Gnome’
artwork, to replace Hartmann’s missing masterpiece; they
used modelling clay, origami, drawing techniques, computer
graphics and even made models from socks!
As part of Sleep Week this week, Year 4 have been
learning about nocturnal animals and animals
which hibernate or go into a state of torpor. The
children were then able to design and
make their own cosy places to
hibernate, for their teddies or
themselves!
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YEAR 5
Year 5 pupils are spending today focusing on the historical event at Pompeii, on
24th August 79AD. The earth-shattering volcanic eruption destroyed an entire city
and the surrounding area, and today the children can recreate the event using a
series of paintings or a model.

Year 5 have been writing empathy poems in PHSEE lessons, here is a selection of some wonderful work.
My friend sits sadly,
So, I come to cheer him up,
Gloomy and downcast,
As lonely as a bird in a cage.
My friend was sad,
But with me he’s happier,
I know how he feels,
It has happened to me before.

I saw a monkey in a small cage,
Looking sad.
My mum and dad rush around,
Feeling tired.
The monkey feels worthless,
Nothing to do,
Feeling lonely.

My friend isn’t sad,
He’s back playing with friends,
Happy and jumping around,
It’s good that what I did worked.

My mum non-stop working,
Feeling like work will never stop.
The monkey sitting depressed on a rock,
Feeling like he is trapped in a tiny pot.
My dad planning loads of stuff,
Never having enough break.

Sebastian Fasham

Mia Greany

My Super Mum
My Mum is brave stepping into the unknown.
It is happening to her but she is not alone.
She is often in pain but I help her to keep sane.
When she is laying in bed or sleeping all day
We read and play together, I hope I keep her
boredom at bay.
My Mum being ill makes me as angry as a
storm cloud
But her being around makes me feel loved and
very proud.
Daddy checks your bloods to make sure you’re
on track
I really do love you to the moon and back.

My friend ran away,
Tears coming from her eyes like a waterfall.
She’s now a bubbling goldfish,
Tears everlastingly seeming to fall.
Helpless and blue,
Too emotional to be true.
Well now she has a friend,
And too many more to be a few.
A ragged bird trapped in a cage,
Gloomy, asking me to help,
Hidden away, calling desperately,
Like a lion in a hunter’s net
She weeps.
Lily Robinson

Devon Thomas
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I look over at my friend,
He didn’t know what to do.
His mind was blank,
And mine was too.
It was the end of the lesson,
And he hadn’t written a word.

Jack Debenham

YEAR 6
‘The Eye of the Storm’ showcased some of the English work done by Year 6 last term. Watch
and listen to the different perspectives the pupils came up with based on the film short:
https://www.literacyshed.com/eyeofthestorm.html
In addition to their writing, the pupils reinterpreted the film as a fifteen-minute piece of dance
and drama, please click on the link below to view https://vimeo.com/506557446
A splendid drawing of an eagle, for The Eagle, from Matthew.
Sleep Week fun

MUSIC NOTES
Nursery – Year 2 Nursery and Reception children had fun finding squares and triangles in
the music. This week Years 1 and 2 have had a go at some body percussion. Mrs Ridley
would love to receive videos of the children doing their own rhythms but they must be at
60 beats per minute if they want them to be included in the class performance
n.ridley@wellington-school.org.uk A video with more details for those who missed the
live session is available here www.vimeo.com/508384005
Years 3 – 6 In class we continued our exploration of TEMPO. Years 3 and 4 watched a film about creating music for a cartoon with a
tempo that kept changing, and Years 5 and 6 have added bar lines to rhythms with varying time signatures.
On Monday 8 February we will be hosting the first of two pop-up Jonah-Man singing sessions on Teams at 4.00pm. This will be an
opportunity to work with Mrs Ridley and Mrs Shaw live on the first three Jonah songs so, if you are interested, please spend some
time over the weekend perfecting those first songs. Further details have been sent out by email earlier today, and here is the link
you will need: Click here to join the meeting
Music Teachers
This week we say hello to Michael Gibbs. Michael started playing the horn aged thirteen, taught
by his father after starting on the cornet. He studied History and French at the University of
Leeds, then moved to Cardiff and graduated from the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama
in 2016 with an MA in Orchestral Performance.
Since then Michael has worked across the UK as a freelance musician for orchestras and opera
companies, including the London Philharmonic Orchestra, BBC National Orchestra of Wales,
Opera North, Welsh National Opera, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Birmingham
Royal Ballet, and the English Symphony Orchestra. Michael’s freelance career includes work in
radio and TV broadcast concerts, orchestral tours to Europe and Asia, studio recordings for TV
and film, live broadcast recordings, BBC Proms, operas, musical theatre shows and educational outreach projects. If you would like to
enquire about a taster lesson on the French horn, please email Mrs Shaw on r.shaw@wellington-school.org.uk. Wellington School
Music Vimeo Channel https://vimeo.com/channels/wellingtonschoolmusic.
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MRS JEE’S POP UP COOKERY CLUB – Thursday 11th February
Mrs Jee is hosting a Cookery Club on Thursday 11th February. Below is the list of ingredients and equipment
you will need. Mrs Jee will be live on Teams at 4.00pm to support your soup making and for those of you
that are not able to join at this time, click on the link below to watch Mrs Jee’s video demonstration:
https://vimeo.com/503839413
Homemade Chunky Vegetable Soup
Ingredients:
2x Chicken or vegetable stock cube
Oil or fry light
1x White onion
1x Swede
2x Carrots
2x Leeks
1x Parsnips
1 x tin chopped tomatoes
2x table spoons tomato puree
1x tin Haricot beans (drained)
Red split lentils – handful
Salt & pepper
Splash of Worcestershire sauce
Optional extras, fresh herbs, basil, pinch of chilli flakes

Equipment:
Large sauce pan
Vegetable Knife
Chopping board
Measuring jug
Wooden spoon
Kettle to boil water

LOCKDOWN MONTAGE

FRIENDS OF WELLINGTON PREP SCHOOL (FoWPS)
A huge thank you to all the Year 1 and Year 2
families that joined us last Saturday morning
for our scavenger hunt! Congratulations to
Team Dynamics for winning with 7 points.

This Saturday, we will be suggesting some ideas to help with foreign
language learning at home. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for
more information, Wellington Prep School FoWPS.
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LOCKDOWN STARS OF THE WEEK
Reception Phoebe Freeman, Charlie Park and Alexander Parsons
1P Hayley Chong, Isaac D’Souza and Monty Legg
2W Oliver Eggar, Katherine Bambridge and Torben Reader Buttars
3C Isobel Howe, Amanda Webber and Emma Coate
3W Louisa Stepney and Leo Lam
4M Queenie Spurdle, Maggie Seaton and Sophie Pipe
4N Georgia Spooner, Dakota Johns and Daisy Trebble
5L Harry Gillam, Sophie Lam and Tom Page-Turner
5S Harriet Fletcher, Eva Hope
6H Rafaela Varney, Noah Hodson, Millie Morrell and Harry Frearson
6L Alexis Walder, Kari Wong, Romilly Page-Turner and Robert Stepney
Sport Star of the Week: Mary van der Beugel 6H
Music Stars of the Week: Georgia Lewis (Nursery) and Oscar Barker 6L
Music Merits – Grace du Toit 4N

LOCKDOWN HOUSEPOINTS CLASS WINNERS
Year 1 and Year 4

WPS CLUBS NEXT WEEK
Monday

4.00pm Years 1 – 6

Jonah-Man Jazz Singing Session Mrs Shaw and Mrs Ridley – link sent via email today

Monday
Tuesday

4.00pm Years 3 and 4
4.00pm Years 5 and 6

Photography Club
Gardening Club

postponed until after half term

Wednesday

4.00pm Years 3, 4 5 and 6

Bingo

Thursday

4.00pm Nursery, Reception,
Years 1 and 2

Storytime

Mr Stepney – Teams link will be sent on Tuesday
Mrs Wheller - Teams link will be sent on Wednesday

Thursday

4.00pm Years 3, 4 5 and 6

Cookery Club

Mrs Jee – email will be sent on Monday

Friday

4.30pm Welly Radio

Mrs Lyon Taylor

Mrs Richardson and Mr Renyard

‘THE DIRECTORY’
Each week Mr Renyard, as Head of Co-Curricular 3-18, produces 'The Directory'. This booklet is a comprehensive list of the activities
on offer across the whole school. Please do feel free to join in as parents, following the instructions as given for each of the events,
by clicking on the following link: https://online.fliphtml5.com/ltbxz/orwd/
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