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MESSAGE FROM MRS RICHARDSON 
 
Dear Parents 
 
There has been an air of celebration during remote learning today, not just for the prospect of half term next week but because we 
have all been honouring the tradition of Chinese New Year and the beginning of the Year of the Ox.   We have been listening to stories 
and music, learning the dragon dance, Nursery children have made handprint Chinese Dragons and Reception key worker children 
have set up a Chinese Restaurant in their classroom. Happy Chinese New Year 2021!  
 
As we plan for what we hope will be a return to the classroom soon, we continue to be impressed by the children's resilience, 
independence and grit when things have not been easy. The children have kept pace with the Schemes of Work, hence the need for 
the extra book pick-up!  Thank you all for coming in to collect the next instalment.  
 
I would like to thank you also for the many messages of thanks and encouragement we have received in the last few weeks, we have 
certainly felt the warmth of the Wellington Prep School Community and look forward to when we can welcome you again into school. 
Until then stay safe and take care. 
 
With best wishes 
Vics Richardson 

 
CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 
Click on the following link for today’s Celebration Assembly:  https://vimeo.com/511579989 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
 
Nursery – Year 2  
This week the nursery children learnt a song to help with their sound of the week ‘I’. 
Reception class had a go at dancing like a Chinese Dragon, and Years 1 and 2 headed to 
Miami for a body percussion routine.  
 

Years 3 – 6  
The children have continued their exploration of rhythm and practised both reading and writing rhythmic notation, they also learned 
a rap!    Jonah-Man Jazz Pop Up Singing Session recording Mrs Ridley and I thoroughly enjoyed Monday’s pop-up session with around 
twenty Prep pupils who all joined us singing the first three Jonah songs. For those of you who missed the session, please click on the 
link https://vimeo.com/showcase/8009576   where you will be able to watch it and catch up, as well as see all the other videos. There 
will be a second session after Half Term.  
 
Jonah-Man Jazz Awards 

Record yourself singing Jonah-Man Jazz Song 1, 2 or 3, send it to Mrs Shaw or Mrs Ridley and you will 
receive a Jonah-Man Jazz Award. 
 
One Song Bronze 
Two Songs Silver 
Three Songs Gold 
 
Open to all Prep pupils from Years 1 to 6, get singing over Half Term!  Closing date is Friday 26 February. 
 

 
SPORT AND WELLBEING  
A huge well done to everyone this half term, you have all been amazing during your online Games and 
Wellbeing lessons!  Please try to stay active over half term, your challenge this week is firstly, to complete 
15km over the half term - walk or run, just get out there!  The second part of your challenge is to try and 
create a shape via a GPS app (with the help of your parents), see the challenge video below for more 
information.   https://vimeo.com/511137822 

           12th February 2021 

https://vimeo.com/511579989
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8009576
https://vimeo.com/511137822
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NURSERY  
The Nursery children have been learning about 'Chinese New Year', they made lucky red 
envelopes and painted pictures of Chinese Dragons.  On Tuesday the children watched the 
snow falling and we painted snowy scenes.  

 
Letter of the Week for after 

half term, is the letter: ‘N’ 

 
 
RECEPTION  
This week Reception class have been learning all about Chinese New Year celebrations. The children finished 
the week learning how to do a dragon dance.  
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YEAR 1 
This week, Paddington Bear took Year 1 to Asia. Isaac gave an amazing talk about living in India. The children 
had great fun making models of important Asian landmarks, which we have added to our 3D map of the 
world.  As part of our celebrations for Chinese New Year, Hayley gave a fantastic talk about living in Hong 
Kong.  We also made dragons, wrote our names in Mandarin, did a dragon dance and found out about which 
animal we all are in the Chinese zodiac.  On Tuesday, the children wrote their wishes for the Chinese Wish 
Tree. Isla was so happy when her wish for chocolate for Year 1 came true!  We would like to say thank you 
to the Chocolate Fairy!  We have also been busy finding out about amphibians, making Valentines’ cards 
and learning about bar modelling in Maths.  On Thursday, the children decided to improvise when they ran 
out of train track and extended the track with anything else that they could find that was suitable, there 
was even a huge tunnel to go through. The track was so impressive that the children decided to make a 
film about it! 

 
 

 

 
 
YEAR 2 
This week, Year 2 looked at how animals 
adapt to their environment. The children 
used their skills from the previous week of 
sketching and drew some amazing sharks 
and then noted around the outside all the 
things that allow it to thrive in its ocean 
habitat e.g. gills, fins, teeth.  Here is Ben’s 
super poster, Ben chose the picture, 
watched a video and noted some brilliant 
facts.   Well done, Ben! 
 
 

 

 

Year 2 have been learning all about Chinese New Year this 
week. Today the children all learnt how to use chopsticks with 
Mrs Price, it was great fun especially as it involved 
marshmallows and chocolate! 
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YEAR 3  
This week, Year 3 have been writing playscripts, making their characters and props in 
preparation for filming their scenes from The Gruffalo.  The movie premiere of The 
Gruffalo took place this morning...there was popcorn, great anticipation and a quiet 
excitement in the auditorium.  It was a huge hit...audience quoted ‘...it was amazing!’ 
‘incredible’ ‘....the pitch and tone was so good’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 4 

Year 4 have been continuing their ‘Pictures at an Exhibition’ Art and Music project.  Composer 
Mussorgsky’s music celebrates the art works of a fellow Russian artist Hartmann, taking ten of 
Hartmann’s paintings and setting them to music.  However, of the original ten paintings five are missing. 
This week, the children were asked to consider the missing painting, ‘The Tuilerie Gardens (Paris)’. The 
Tuilerie was once a palace of the French Bourbon King; however, after the French revolution the palace 
was destroyed and the gardens given over to the public.  Mussorgsky’s music suggests the singing 
games of children as they call to each other – you can listen to it here: https://youtu.be/0m8cS3vL02c 
The children had a great time designing their own ornamental garden and its contents, using Minecraft, 
origami to make flowers, collage, natural sculpture, sketching and painting.  

 
In Year 4 this week the children have been learning about 
China, ahead of Chinese New Year today.  The children learnt 
how the Chinese celebrate the new year and why red is an 
important colour.  They also worked out that Year 4 children 
were born in the Year of the Rabbit (2011) and the year of 
the Dragon (2012).  
This year it is the year 
of the Ox. 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/0m8cS3vL02c


 

 

L E A R N I N G   F O R   L I F E 

    

YEAR 5 
This week in 5L, the children have been tackling some very complicated subtraction of fractions.  Their 
Caribbean projects are progressing well and they have also been learning about apostrophes. In French 
the children have been writing sentences to describe the weather in France.  The children have been 
working in groups to give advice on keeping healthy. Today, the class has been celebrating Chinese New 
Year, creating a puppet show with dialogue for the story of the Chinese New Year animal race.  Sophie 
is also teaching us some Chinese words and numbers as well as talking to us about how Chinese New 
Year is celebrated.  Year 5 are also creating some arts and crafts to celebrate Chinese New Year. 
 
Year 5 had a brilliant creative afternoon, producing dragons, lanterns, paper 
chains, red pockets and fortune tellers to celebrate Chinese New Year. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

YEAR 6  
In English the children have been studying 'The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas' which has excellent cross-
curricular links with our History topic of World War Two.  
Within it, Year 6 looked at illustrating significant 
moments in the book, in the style of artist Oliver Jeffers, 
and explored the themes of discrimination and fear.  
Matilda's illustration is when Bruno (the commandant of Auschwitz's son meets Shmuel, 
a Jewish inmate. 
In Geography, the children were continuing with their Europe topic and produced 
factsheets of famous European landmarks such as the Colosseum, Eiffel Tower and 
Edinburgh Castle. Oscar's shows St Basil Cathedral in Moscow. 
                              
Year 6 key worker children have discovered chess during lockdown 
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GARDENING CLUB 
Our Gardening Club members have been starting some of our early crops inside, and learning to chit potatoes. Children learning at 
home have also joined live and been able to get involved in jobs in their own gardens. We have been studying the food miles that our 
fruit and vegetables travel, and considering what we could grow right here on site instead. 

 
 
MR STEPNEY’S BINGO CLUB 
A huge thank you to all the families and children who took part in Mr Stepney’s Bingo Pop-Up Club.  After 
much excitement and tension during 1 line, 2 lines and a Full House, we had our winners!! Yes, it was a 
chicken dinner for the winners, and these went to Alex Stapleton and Jack Holloway! 
 
 
 

THINGS TO DO OVER HALF TERM 
 
 
BUG HOTEL BUILDING CHALLENGE  
A reminder from Mr Fasham, to take part in the Wellington School Family 
Bug Hotel Building Challenge. The idea is that you and your family build a 
bug hotel with resources that you already have – to minimise travel and 
shopping.  Hopefully we will be able to provide bugs with an few extra safe 
places to go to for shelter. Please take some photos and email them to Mrs 
Bassindale at prep@wellington-school.org.uk  of you building it, and your 
finished hotel.  
 
The RSPB has a great website with inspirational ideas 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-
your-garden/garden-activities/build-a-bug-hotel/ 
 
Here is a photograph of the Prep School bug hotel at Forest School, aptly 
named ‘Bugingham Palace’ and we look forward to seeing your bug hotels 
 
 
 
 

COMPETITION TIME 
     

 
 What’s in Mark’s Bag? 
A competition for all, guess the contents of Mark’s Forest School bag.   Click on the following link to 
watch the video  https://vimeo.com/510638772/9ec0f587dc  and then email Mrs Wheller on  
j.wheller@wellington-school.org.uk   with your guess list!    There will be chocolate prizes for creative 
ideas and those that correctly guess the contents, winners announced after half term!  
 
 

 
 

 
 
COOKIES BY BETHANY AND ESME 
Well done to Bethany and Esme in Year 6, the girls made a video for a pop-up club to make biscuits, 
click on the link below to watch their splendid video, let’s get baking!  https://vimeo.com/511092664 
 
 

mailto:prep@wellington-school.org.uk
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/build-a-bug-hotel/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/build-a-bug-hotel/
https://vimeo.com/510638772/9ec0f587dc
mailto:j.wheller@wellington-school.org.uk
https://vimeo.com/511092664
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                                LOCKDOWN STARS OF THE WEEK 

            Reception    Sophie Garrett, Alexander Flight and Isabella Eggar 

                                          1P    James Steil and Luke Coate 

    2W    Cara Cavaciuti, Ariana Nicholson, Ben Varley, Ben Ford-Fennah and Robert Bambridge 

                                  3C    Rowan Huntley, Benton Fletcher and Bodey Pitman  

                                                                                         3W   Mya Broom  

                                                                              4M   Ethan Jacob and Hasan Gul 

                                         4N   Andrew Georgiou and Otsile Magang  

                                                                        5L    Fred Barnes and Charlie Pattison  

                                               5S    Abigael Bill, Sonny Marsh, Stanley Siebert and Emilia Pearse 

                                     6H    Izzy Dewdney, Sam Harvey-Knight, Joseph Sharpe and Mary van der Beugel  

                                         6L   Sophie Gray, Beatrice Varley, Darcey Smith and Finley Coulston  

                                                          Sport Star of the Week:  Fred Sidney 6L 

                                          Music Stars of the Week:  Charlie Park (Rec) and Lily Robinson 5L  

                            Music Merits – Amba Barthakur 5L 

    

                        LOCKDOWN  HOUSEPOINTS CLASS  WINNERS  

              Year 5 and Year 6 

 

 

WPS CLUBS AFTER HALF TERM 

Monday                 4.00pm  Years 4, 5 and 6 Horrible Histories  Mr Lawrenson – Teams link will be emailed on Monday  

Tuesday                 4.00pm Years 5 and 6 Gardening Club  Mrs Lyon Taylor  

Wednesday           4.00pm Years 3 and 4 Pet Club Mrs Lyon Taylor – Teams link will be sent on Tuesday 

Thursday                4.00pm  
Nursery, Reception, 
Years 1 and 2 

Storytime Mrs Wheller - Teams link will be sent on Wednesday 

Thursday               4.00pm Years 5 and 6 Record of the Week  Mr Hitchin – Teams link will be send on Wednesday 

Friday                    4.30pm  Welly Radio  Mrs Richardson and Mr Renyard 

 

 

‘THE DIRECTORY’ 
Each week Mr Renyard, as Head of Co-Curricular 3-18, produces 'The Directory'.  This booklet is a comprehensive list of the activities 
on offer across the whole school.   Please do feel free to join in as parents, following the instructions as given for each of the events, 
by clicking on the following link:   https://online.fliphtml5.com/ltbxz/hqog/ 
 

https://online.fliphtml5.com/ltbxz/hqog/

