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Autumn term  

 
 



This is a brief summary of this term's curriculum planning for your child.  Our aim is to inform 
parents about the work your child is likely to undertake in different subject areas in the 
coming term.   
 
We hope you will find the information interesting and useful in supporting your child's 
learning at home. However, it is important to note that this should not be used as a tick list. 
Flexibility is always important in education and it is quite possible that teachers may deviate 
from their plan for several very good reasons. 
 
Please feel free to discuss any aspect of these planning notes with the appropriate teacher. 
 
 

ENGLISH  

 
Reading  

• Individual reading with class teacher or Teaching Assistant 

• Weekly group reading session with teacher or Teaching Assistant 

• Regular ‘quiet reading’ sessions when children read a book of their choice 

• Weekly visits to the School Library 

• Ongoing homework; to read regularly at home 
 
Comprehension 

• Various activities linked to guided reading and texts used in writing 

• Listening to and sharing a ‘class’ story 
 

Spoken Language 

• Performance Poetry 

• Presentation of work 

• Weekly ‘Time to Talk’ sessions 
 
Writing / Transcription 

• Stories with familiar settings 

• Descriptive writing 

• Formal and informal letter writing 

• Storyboards 

• Character profiles 

• Recount of events 

• Poetry: Shape poetry, free verse, calligrams and acrostic 
 
Spelling 

• Weekly spellings exploring different graphemes used to represent a single phoneme, 
e.g. igh, ie, i_e, y. Introduced during weekly phonics sessions, practised as 
homework, tested weekly 

• High frequency words individually targeted and added to weekly spelling list 
 
Handwriting 

• Practice linked to a progressive cursive scheme of work 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 

• Adjectives, verbs, nouns, pronouns, adverbs, prepositions 

• Past tense verb endings and irregular past tenses 

• Apostrophes for omission 

• Commas, speech marks, question marks and exclamation marks 

 



MATHEMATICS  
 
The scheme ‘Maths – No Problem!’ incorporates the use of concrete aids, manipulatives, 
problem solving and group work. It meets the requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum. 
This research based approach revisits concepts in a ‘spiral’ curriculum and focuses on 
teaching to a mastery level so that children develop a deep understanding of mathematical 
concepts. 

 
Number and Place Value 

• Weekly times tables tests and daily oral, mental mathematics 

• Numbers to 1000  

• Counting in hundreds, fifties, tens and ones 

• Number patterns 

• Counting in 4s, 5s and 8s 

• Comparing and ordering numbers 
 

Addition and subtraction  

• 3-digit numbers with hundreds, tens or ones. 

• Developing ‘number sense’ as an aid to addition and subtraction 

• Column addition of three-digit numbers 

• Decomposition subtraction 

• An introduction to Bar Modelling for addition 
 
Multiplication and Division  

• Multiplying and dividing by 3, 4 and 8. 

• Word problems 

• Generalising from problem solving 
 
Measurement: Length 

• Writing length in metres and centimetres 

• Writing length in kilometres and metres 

• Comparing length 

• Solving word problems 
 
 

SCIENCE  
 
Animals, including humans (first half term) 

• Identify that animals, including humans, require the right amount and types of 
nutrition, and that they cannot make their own food 

• Learn the correct vocabulary for the food groups and the proportions in which they 
should be eaten 

• Understand what constitutes a healthy diet 

• Be able to name the main organs of the body and describe their functions 

• Identify the main functions of the skeleton and find out how muscles are needed for 
movement 

• Learn about the effects of exercise on the body 
 
Rocks (second half term) 

• Identify different types of rock: sedimentary, igneous, metamorphic 

• Discover how fossils are formed in sedimentary rock 

• Investigate volcanoes 

• Investigate soil types  



• Erosion and flooding 
 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY  

• To learn to design and problem solve using the process of trial and error and working 
as a team. Challenge based activities with STEM based content 

• To experiment with seasonal herbs and produce to design and create a savoury dish 

• Develop knowledge of health and safety in food preparation  

• Understand and apply the principles of a healthy diet 

• To design and make Victorian based Christmas crafts  

ART  
• To use sketchbooks to record observations and ideas 

• To improve the mastery of art techniques including sketching, drawing, pastels, brush 
technique and collage 

• To develop colour mixing and experiment with shade  

• To appreciate and emulate the work of key Victorian artists and learn about 
Pointillism  

• To sketch, use pastel and collage to create work inspired by texts taught through the 
English curriculum 

 
HISTORY  
  

Victorians 

• Understand the chronology of the main historical events and locate the Victorian era 

• Research the life of Queen Victoria and gain an appreciation of character and her 

influence as a monarch 

• Compare and contrast modern and Victorian schooling 

• Understand the working conditions of children in Victorian times.  

• Recognise differences between the lifestyles of the rich and poor 

• Investigate key inventions of the Victorian age and how these helped bring about the 

Industrial Revolution 

 

GEOGRAPHY  
 

Extreme Earth 

• Identify climatic zones and identify places on a world map 

• Identify hot and cold locations 

• Name and locate continents on a world map and to identify countries within each 

continent 

• Describe and understand what is under the earth’’s surface 

• Understand where and how volcanoes are formed 

• Explain how volcanoes affect people’s lives 

• Describe and understand the causes of earthquakes and explain how they are 

measured 

• Understand the causes of tsunamis and how they affect people’s lives 

• Describe how a tornado is caused and the effects they have 



• Use a range of sources of Geographical information, such as maps, atlases, globes 

and Geographical Information systems to understand geographical similarities and 

differences 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
Christianity & Religious Symbols 

• Christian Rites of Passage, confirmation, marriage, death 

• Harvest Festival   

• Religious Symbols from different faiths 

• Christmas: examine the Christian festival through the traditional Christmas story and 
new versions of the story 
 

PHILOSOPHY (P4C) 
Weekly lessons to develop the following: 

• Explore how to use questions 

• Understand that in Philosophy, there are no right or wrong answers 

• Establish the Community of enquiry as the centre of the Philosophy lesson 

• ‘Linking our thinking’ through adding, building, agreeing and challenging when we 
respond to questions and to each other 

• Show consideration to others through requesting an opportunity to speak and by 
listening attentively when others are speaking 

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND ECONOMIC EDUCATION 
(PSHEE)  
 
New Beginnings 

• Getting to know one another 

• Consider what we would like to achieve this year and how we can support each other 
in order to do this 

• Work together to develop class rules based on The Golden Rules 

• Staying safe online: know how to stay safe and how and where to get help 

• Begin to make responsible choices and consider consequences 

• Work independently and in groups, taking on different roles and collaborating 
towards common goals 

• Practise the art of Mindfulness, paying attention to the here and now with kindness 
and curiosity 

• Use philosophical questioning to develop thoughts and idea 

 
FRENCH  
 

• Simple French phonics 
• Revision of Je m’appelle 

• Introduce family 

• Play happy colour families in French 

• What is your favourite colour? French fortune teller 

• Revise numbers to 20 introduce numbers to 30 - play bingo 

• Simple mathematical vocabulary- make simple additions  

• Play ‘The Price is Right’ to revise numbers 

• Classroom objects I have, I have not - J’ai, Je n’ai pas de   

• Classroom objects where is ...? óu est…?  

• Les amis – Read ‘Les Amis de Berthe’ describe a friend orally others guess who it is 



• Describe a friend - write simple sentences  

• Read ‘Berthe Fête Noël’  

• French Christmas songs Christmas crosswords 

• Make a French Christmas reindeer following instructions in French 

 
COMPUTING  
 
We are using our new Conquer Computing curriculum this year to ensure children are 
confident using a range or programs and equipment, whilst being safe in a digital age.  
 

• Basic concepts - Algorithms, functionality of Scratch, e-safety 

• Word clouds 

• How to write, modify and edit lists in Scratch 

• Music making in Scratch 

• Sumdog – a maths focus whilst building basic computer skills.  

• Photo editing 
 

MUSIC  

 

• To listen to and start to analyse a variety of musical styles. 

• To explore the ‘Carnival of the Animals’ by Saint-Saens. 

• To sing unison and part songs including rounds. 

• To use hand held percussion to explore the Elements of Music. 

• To start to use rhythmic notation. 

• To learn to play a descant recorder as a class. 

• To prepare hymns and carols for Harvest and the Carol Service. 
 

SPORT AND WELLBEING  

 
During the course of the term children will take part in two of the following activities: 

• Hand, eye co-ordination 

• SAQ (speed, agility and quickness) 

• Swimming 

• Dance 

 
GAMES  

 
Boys’ Rugby 

• Tag 

• Introduction to contact 

• Tournaments with and fixtures against other schools 
 

 
Girls’ Hockey 

• Passing, receiving and tackling 

• Developing an understanding of the rules 

• Attacking and defending positions and roles 

• Fixtures against other schools 
 

 
 
 
 



Year 3 Sample Homework Timetable 

Monday English (Grammar) Reading 
Spellings and Times 

tables 

Tuesday 
No subject 
homework 

Reading 
Spellings and Times 

tables 

Wednesday Science Reading 
Spellings and Times 

tables 

Thursday Maths Reading 
Spellings and Times 

tables 

Friday 
No subject 
homework 

Reading 
Spellings and Times 

tables 

 
Subject homework should take no more than 15-20 minutes.  

Reading, spelling and times tables practice are on-going. 
 


