
 
 

Year 5  

Curriculum Planning 

 

 

Autumn Term  



Enclosed you will find a brief summary of this term's curriculum planning for your child.  The 

aim is to inform parents about the work your child is likely to undertake in different subject 

areas in the coming term.   

 

We hope you will find the information interesting and useful in supporting your child's 

learning at home. However, it is important to note that this should not be used as a tick list. 

Flexibility is always important in education and it is quite possible that teachers may deviate 

from their plan for several very good reasons. 

 
Please feel free to discuss any aspect of these planning notes with the appropriate teacher. 
 
 

ENGLISH  

 
Reading  

• Weekly Guided Reading session 

• Weekly individual reading 
 

 
Writing 

• Plastic pollution fact sheet 

• Persuasive letter 

• Roman flashback story 

• Describing settings 

• Describing characters 

• Winter poetry  
 
Comprehension 

• Weekly tasks linked to guided reading 
 
Spelling and Grammar 

• Weekly spelling tests (focusing on particular blends and patterns as well as key 
words) 

 
Grammar 

• Simple and compound sentences 

• Complex sentences with conjunctions 

• Complex sentences with relative clauses 

• Bullet points 

• Expanded noun phrases with adjectives 

• Expanded noun phrases with prepositional phrases 

• Varied sentence openers 

• How to edit your work for punctuation, grammar and verb tenses 
 
Spoken Language 

• Weekly opportunities to discuss topical subjects, share ideas and gain confidence in 
using language 

Handwriting 

• Reinforcing / establishing a cursive, fluent style 
 
 
 



MATHEMATICS 

 
The scheme ‘Maths – No Problem!’ incorporates the use of concrete aids, manipulatives, 
problem solving and group work. It meets the requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum. 
This research based approach revisits concepts in a ‘spiral’ curriculum and focuses on 
teaching to a mastery level so that children develop a deep understanding of mathematical 
concepts. 
 
Weekly times tables tests and daily oral, mental mathematics. 
 
In the autumn term, the following areas are covered in depth: 

 

• Numbers to 1,000,000 

• Reading and writing numbers, 

• Comparison of numbers 

• Number patterns 

• Rounding numbers 

• Addition & Subtraction 

• Methods of Addition & Subtraction 

• Multiplication & Division 

• Multiples & Factors 

• Prime numbers 

• Square and cube numbers 

• Multiplying 2,3 & 4 digit numbers 

• Multiplying by 2 digit numbers 

• Dividing 3 and 4 digit numbers 

• Dividing with remainder 

• Word problems 

• Graphs 

• Reading tables 

• Reading line graphs 

 
SCIENCE  
 
The aims of the Year 5 science curriculum are as follows: 

 

To promote excitement and enjoyment of science and scientific method. 

To benefit from specialist Science teaching and equipment in the Senior School science 

laboratories. 

To undertake varied practical work to explore questions in science, safely and with 

increasing opportunity for independent planning and evaluation. 

To promote a stimulating and rigorous approach that goes beyond the requirements of the 

National Curriculum for Year 5 pupils.  

To relate science in the laboratory to topical global issues in the media to encourage wider 

reading, careers in science and the ability to make responsible informed choices. 

 

Topics covered in the Autumn Term: 

 

• Laboratory rules and laboratory equipment - working safely and independently in a 

science laboratory 



• Properties of materials  - investigating properties of materials, product testing 

strategies, separating materials and applications of  these in material science 

• Changes in materials - investigating reversible and irreversible changes, natural and 

man made materials and implications for sustainable use of the earth's resources 

 

HISTORY  
 
Roman Invasion and Settlement of Britannia 

• understand why the Romans invaded and settled Britain 

 
The Revolt of Boudicca 

• Who Boudicca was 

• The reasons for the revolt of AD 60 

• The main events in Boudicca’s revolt 

• Whether the sources were reliable 

 
The Roman Legions 

• What the Roman legions were 

• Why they were so successful in battle 

• What they did during times of peace 

 
Roman Town Life 

• How did the Romans change Britain when they settled here? 

 
The Roman Emperor and Senate 

• What an Emperor and the Senate were 

• That power comes with responsibility and the need to sometimes 
      make difficult decisions 

 
Gladiators 

• What a gladiator was 

• A gladiator’s position in society 

• What gladiatorial games were and why they took place 

 
Roman Baths 

• To identify some of the features that define the Roman way of life 

• Understand what Roman baths were and what the Romans did there 

 
Roman Villas 

• Learn about features of  Roman country life, focusing on the villa. 

 
The Roman Departure from Britain 

• Understand when & why the Romans left Britain 

• How life altered in Britain post 410 A.D 

 
The Roman Legacy in Britain 

• Understand  the legacy of  Roman settlement in Britain  

 
Sub-Roman Britain 

• how the Romano-British resisted the invaders  



 
 

GEOGRAPHY  

 
British Isles and Atlas work 

• Countries of Great Britain 

• Counties 

• Human and physical features of the local area of Wellington 

• Using plans, maps and scales 

• Cross-curricular links with Computing to organise and present data 

• Revision of the 8 point compass 
 

 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
 

• Prayer and reflection 

• Harvest and poverty 

• Jewish life 

• Comparison of significant Jewish and Christian festival (Hannukah and Christmas) 

• Philosophy for Children 
 
 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND ECONOMIC EDUCATION 
(PSHEE)  

• Responsibility and independence 

• Courage/Self-discipline  

• ACES  

• Physical, Emotional and mental 

• Confidentiality 

• Listening 

• Responding - scenarios 

• Death and Grief – It’s Natural 

• Death and Grief  

• Poppies 

• Managing Conflict 

• Learning Habit - Empathy 

 
 
FRENCH  
 

• French phonics 

• Revise vocabulary for clothing  

• Prepare for the French fashion show 

• Write sentences in French to describe outfits  

• Prepare posters to advertise the fashion show 

• Practise reading the descriptions clearly and loudly  

• Prepare a programme for the fashion show 

• Revise colours - Write colour poem using own choice of colours and words.  

• Learn about French impressionist painters exploring the techniques and colours they 
used - revising French colour words  



• Create their own impressionist style French landscapes  

• Read story -  ‘Une Histoire Sombre’   

• Revise à gauche, à droite (left and right) 

• Prepositions dans (in) devant (in front of) derrière (behind) sur (on top of 
en haut de (at the top of)  

• Using book ‘Une Histoire Sombre’ act out the text   
Create a different version of the story with a new title Une Histoire Claire   

• Use a French dictionary  

• Follow French instructions to make a Christmas tree 
 
 

Computing 
 
There are five strands to the Computing Curriculum and children will be learning how to code 

as well as developing skills using various utility programs. 

 

Computer Science/Programming 

 

• Children will learn to design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific 

goals, and by solving problems, decomposing them into smaller parts 

• Children will use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables 

and various forms of input and output 

• Children will use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and 

to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs 

• Children will start to understand computer networks including the internet; how they 

can provide multiple services, such as the World Wide Web 

• Children will learn to appreciate how search results are selected and ranked 

 

Data Handling/Technology in our lives 

 

• Children will use search technologies effectively 

• Children will select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 

services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, 

systems and content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, 

evaluating and presenting data and information 

 

Digital Literacy 

 

• Children will learn to understand the opportunities networks offer for communication 

and collaboration 

• Children will learn to be discerning in evaluating digital content 

• Children will learn to use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns 

about content and contact 

 
 
 
 



MUSIC  

 
 

• To listen to and start to analyse a variety of musical styles 

• To explore the ‘Carnival of the Animals’ by Saint-Saens 

• To sing unison and part songs 

• To continue to explore the Elements of Music 

• To continue to use traditional stave notation 

• To learn to play an electronic keyboard 

• To prepare hymns and carols for Harvest and the Carol Service 
 
 

ART  
• Year 5 will be exploring the theme of water for their inspiration this term 

• They will explore drawing, painting and other two-dimensional media, through 

teacher-led and guided activities 

• Children will work from both observation and imagination, documenting ideas and 

experiences in a journal and producing personal outcomes  

 

SPORT AND WELLBEING 
 
During the course of the term, depending on their grouping, the children will take part in the 
following activities: 
 

• Ball skills (Football / Basketball / Handball) Hand eye coordination. 

• Swimming 

• Dance 

• Speed, agility and fitness 

 

 

GAMES  

 

Boys’ Rugby 

• Developing core skills of passing and tackling 

• Developing principles of attack, defence, tactical awareness and teamwork 

• Fixtures against other schools 

• Introduction to hockey 

 

Girls’ Hockey 

• The basic skills will be taught, practised and improved (hitting, pushing, tackling, 

dribbling and shooting) 

• Tactics and strategies for attack and defence will be developed 

• Fixtures will take place against other schools 

• Introduction to rugby 


