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PREP SCHOOL




Year 6 
Curriculum Planning
Summer Term 
Enclosed you will find a brief summary of this term's curriculum planning for your child.  The aim is to inform parents about the work your child is likely to undertake in different subject areas in the coming term.  We hope you will find the information interesting and useful in supporting your child's learning at home. However, it is important to note that this should not be used as a tick list. Flexibility is always important in education and it is quite possible that teachers may deviate from their plan for several very good reasons.
Please feel free to discuss any aspect of these planning notes with the appropriate teacher.

ENGLISH
Speaking and Listening 

· Y6 Drama Production 
· Reading and discussing information texts in small groups; focusing on how to give concise and accurate summaries of group discussions 

Reading  

· In groups/as a class: reading a range of information texts and identifying their features; investigating the content of texts for meaning (comprehension) 
· Individual reading every week
Writing 

· Information texts: writing a series of information texts about Stone Age Britain, using different language features, structural devices and sub-genres 
· French Residential follow-up writing; diary writing, travel report, brochure, pamphlet 
Grammar
· Modal verbs

· Using correctly punctuated bullet points
· Formal and informal language
· Using punctuation accurately in a letter
· Parentheses
· Improving sentences using VCOP
Spelling 

· Weekly spelling patterns leading to weekly test 
· Crosswords and other activities to reinforce spellings and their definitions 

Handwriting 

· Weekly handwriting practice. 

MATHEMATICS 
Please help your child to work on learning and quick recall of times tables. Some homework is completed on line using MyMaths.
Every day we practise and develop oral and mental skills (e.g. counting, mental strategies, rapid recall of +, –, x, ÷) 
We cover each of the following areas in increasing depth:

· Order and find the difference between positive and negative numbers
· Find simple percentages; express simple fractions as percentages
· Multiply HTU × TU using standard written methods
· Multiplying U.t × U and U.th × U using standard written methods
· Adding and subtracting two decimal numbers using standard column addition
· Recognise events that are equally likely; introduce a probability scale
· Use and convert between metric units of capacity; understand imperial units of capacity
· Begin to interpret a pie chart
· Relationships between units of time; time-zones around the world
· Reflection in up to two mirror lines
· Rotation and translation
· Relate ratio to proportion; solve simple problems involving ratio and proportion
· Recognise prime numbers to at least 20
SCIENCE 
Evolution and Inheritance


Fossil evidence

Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. 

Dinosaurs

Know that extinction is when all the members of a particular species die out. 

Understand that scientists cannot exactly know why the dinosaurs died out, but the most likely explanation is an asteroid impact 65 million years ago. 

Variation and inheritance

Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents. 

Understand that characteristics are passed from parents to their offspring (at this stage pupils are not expected to understand how genes and chromosomes work)

Adaptation

Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 

Evolution and Charles Darwin 

Understand that some individuals are more adapted to their environment than others, so are more likely to survive and reproduce (natural selection)

Pupils might find out about the work of palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and about how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on evolution. 

Life on Earth timeline

Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago.

Evolution and Inheritance test.

Chemical Changes


Bunsen Burners

Be able to explain the ‘fire triangle’; fire needs oxygen, fuel and ignition.

Use this to explain how a Bunsen burner works

Be able to name the parts of a Bunsen burner.

Be able to safely light and extinguish a Bunsen burner

Be able to find safety, medium and roaring flames and explain what they are used for.

Measuring temperature

Be able to use a thermometer accurately to measure changes in temperature (meniscus at eye level)

Be able to put results neatly in a table

Indicators

Know that chemicals can be classified as acid, alkaline or neutral

Be able to use litmus to test substances. 

Making indicators investigation. 

Plan and carry out an investigation into which plant extracts make the best indicators. 

End of year test. 

HISTORY 

· Britain since World War Two 
· The Welfare State 
· The rise of television and rock’n’roll 
· The Swinging Sixties 
· The Cold War – Cuban Missile Crisis 
· Technology and Industrial Unrest in the 1970s 
· The Falkland Islands and Live Aid 
· The First Iraq War 
· Key Historical Skills for transition into KS3 

GEOGRAPHY
· Microclimates  
· Climates – definition and examples in the world, with key characteristics  
· Microclimates – definition and what affects a microclimate  
· Introduce Microclimate study equipment  
· Microclimate field study – predictions, field work, results and conclusions  
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
· Celebrate national traditions. What does it mean to be ‘English?’ 
· Reflect on the nature of mythology and underlying themes with St George’s Day. 
· Reflections on the consequences and morality of war – link to their experiences visiting the Allied and German cemeteries in Normandy, during the Year 6 French Residential. Introduce and discuss the idea that ‘suffering is universal.’ 
· Write a prayer that would be suitable for a special remembrance service 
· Reflecting on events in own lives - contribute favourite memories for the Head Boy and Girl’s speech on Leavers’ day
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) 
· To allay any fears about the residential to France

· To set behaviour expectations. To engender a sense of responsibility to each other and to adults on the trip

· To understand the physical and emotional changes girls go through at puberty

· To understand the physical and emotional changes boys go through at puberty

· To understand the process of human reproduction
· Healthy Lifestyles
· Understand the importance of making changes in adopting a healthier lifestyle. Negotiate and present their own views. Reflect on how to deal with feelings about

· themselves, their family and others in a positive way. Develop strategies for understanding,

· managing and controlling strong feelings and emotions and dealing with negative pressures

· Recognise that when the body changes during puberty it can affect feelings and behaviour

· Take responsibility for their physical activity and nutrition in achieving a physically and mentally healthy lifestyle. Recognise that positive friendships and relationships can promote health and wellbeing. Identify how to find information and advice through help lines
· Know about and understand the importance of touch in a range of contexts
· Take responsibility for their own safety and the safety of others and be able to seek help in an emergency. Develop strategies for understanding, managing and controlling strong feelings and emotions and dealing with negative pressure. Recognise when physical contact is acceptable and unacceptable. Judge what kind of physical contact is acceptable or unacceptable in relationships.
· Healthy Relationships- Support and Care
· Know that relationships can change as a result of growing up. Recognise how their behaviour and that of others may influence people both positively and negatively. Reflect on how to deal with feelings about themselves, their family and others in a positive way. Develop strategies for understanding, managing and controlling strong feelings and emotions and dealing with negative pressure. Recognise that when the body changes during puberty it can affect feelings and behaviour. Manage changing emotions and recognise how they can impact on relationships.
· Enterprise- Generating Income
· To work collaboratively as part of a team to prepare for the summer fair. To raise money for those less fortunate (school charities). Know and understand the principles of charity work. Work collaboratively towards common goals. Reach agreements, make decisions and manage discussions to achieve positive results. Recognise their strengths and how they can contribute to different groups. Take the lead, prioritise actions and work independently and collaboratively towards goals. Respond to challenges, including recognising, taking and managing risk. Identify the skills they need to develop to make their own contribution in the working world in the future. Show initiative and take responsibility for activities that develop enterprise capability
FRENCH 
· Preparation for residential – vocabulary for directions, presentations at the school, shopping, asking for food and drink
· The environment – sauvez la planète posters
· Fairy tales in French – produce a puppet show in French for Year 1/2
· La Revolution - History session. Bastille Day

COMPUTING
The children will continue to study these 5 areas of the Computing curriculum: 

· Programming 

· Data Handling 

· Technology in Our Lives 

· Multimedia 

· E-Safety 

· Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts. 

· Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables  

· Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

· Support my friends to protect themselves and make good choices online  

· Explain the consequences to myself and others of not communicating kindly and respectfully.

· Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs

MUSIC and DRAMA MUSIC 

Drama 

Year 6 are focusing on the production of The Lion King to perform at the end of Summer Term. They are building on areas they have developed in the previous terms including Script Work and Freeze Frame. The students are also cultivating new skills such as the working of a rehearsal processes and line learning. To create the production we are linking music, drama and dance. 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

During Year 6 students will design, make and evaluate a bird feeder as part of the rotation with Art. The skills they will learn are:

· CAD (Computer Aided Design).

· CAM (Computer Aided Manufacture) to create the sides of the bird feeder.

· Measuring, Cutting and Shaping Plywood to create a Bridle Joint for the base.

· Moulding HIPS plastic using the Vacuum Former to create the seed bowl.

· Filing and shaping acrylic using the Line Bender to create the roof.

· How to critically evaluate a product they have produced.
ART
The aim and philosophy of the Year 6 art curriculum is to enable students to continue to build upon the artistic and technological achievements, experiences and skills, which they have acquired in previous school experience. 

Through the summer term, the intention is that pupils will explore: 

· 'Swinging Sixties' 'rock n roll' and look at emerging art of the era - such as pop art and poster art.
· Explore the given theme and document ideas and experiences in their journals 

· Explore and experience working in either textile based media or digital media 

· Produce both personal and group outcomes 
SPORT and WELL BEING 

WELL BEING 

During the course of the term children will take part in two of the following activities: 
· Swimming  

· SAQ (Speed, Agility, Quickness) 

· Judo 

· Fundamental Movement 

· HEC (Hand Eye Coordination) 

SPORT 

Cricket 

Development of basic skills – batting, catching, throwing and bowling. 

Learning and revising the rules and beginning to develop tactical play. 

Athletics 
Introduction to the basic fundamentals to athletics track and field events in a controlled and safe environment.  Throws, jumps and running activities will all be covered in preparation for Sports Day.
